
CLAIMS 

I claim: 




"It a multifunction card system, comprising: / 

a. at least one electronic gift certificate card having a unique identification n\^ber 
encoded on it, said identification number comprising a bank identificatioq/number 
corresponding to the multiftmction card system; 

b. means for receiving electronic gift certificate card activation data from an existing 
standard retail point-of-sale device when said electronic gift c card is 
swiped through the point-of-sale device, said electronic gin certificate card 
activation data comprising the unique identification numbej/of the electronic gift 
certificate card and an electronic gift certificate activatioiyamount; 

c. means for activating an account corresponding to tl^e electronic gift certificate 
card v^th a balance equal to the electronic gift certifi^te activation amount; 

d. means for allowing a user of the electronic gift c^ificate card to purchase goods 
and services having a value up to the balaj(ce(]|Df tljp^ccount corresponding to the 
electronic gift certificate card; and 

e. means for decreasing the balance of the/account corresponding to the electronic 
gift certificate card by the value of thcygoods and services purchased. 

2. A multiftmction card system as recited iii claim 1, further comprising: 

a. means for receiving electronic^ gift certificate card recharge data from an existing 
standard retail point-of-sale device when said electronic gift certificate card is 
swiped through the pomt-of-sale device, said electronic gift certificate card 
recharge data comprimng the unique identification number of the electronic gift 
certificate card and/an electronic gift certificate recharge amount; and 

b. means for increasing the balance of the account corresponding to the electronic 
gift certificated ::ard by the electronic gift certificate recharge amount. 
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A multifunction card system as recited in claim 1, wherein the first digit of said b^r(^ 
identification number is selected from the group consisting of four and five. 

A muhifunction card system as recited in claim 1, further comprising means/tor allowing 
a user of the electronic gift certificate card to obtain long distance telephpne calling time, 
wherein the total of the value of the goods and services purchased ana the long distance 
telephone calling time obtained cannot exceed the balance of th^Xccount corresponding 
to the electronic gift certificate card. 

A multiftinction card system as recited in claim 4, wnerein said means for receiving 
electronic gift certificate activation data from an existing standard retail point-of-sale 
device when said electronic gift certificate card is^iped through the point-of-sale device 
employs the banking network. 




A multifimction card system as recited in claim 4, further comprising means for 
associating loyalty data with the e^ctronic gift certificate card based upon usage of the 
electronic gift certificate card. 

A multiftinction card system as recited in claim L further comprising means for 
associating loyalty^gtfa with the electronic gift certificate card based upon usage of the 
electronic gift cerftficate card. 

A multifmiction card system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said means for receiving 
electroiuc gift certificate activation data from an existing standard retail point-of-sale 
device when said electronic gift certificate card is swiped through the point-of-sale device 
miploys the banking network. 
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A multifunction card system as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 

a. at least one phone card having a unique identification number encoded on/ft, said 
identification number comprising a bank identification number corre^nding to 
the multifiinction card system; 

b. means for receiving phone card activation data from an existi)^ standard retail 
point-of-sale device when said phone card is swiped through the point-of-sale 
device, said phone card activation data comprising the unique identification 
number of the phone card and a phone card activation amount; 

c. means for activating an account corresponding to^me phone card with a balance 
equal to the phone card activation amount; 

d. means for allowing a user of the phone card to obtain long distance telephone 
calling time having a value up to the balance of the account corresponding to the 
phone card; and 

e. means for decreasing the balancef^ tfie account corresponding to the phone card 
by the value of the long distance telephone calling time obtained. 

A multifunction card system as pecited in claim 9, further comprising: 

a. means for receiving/phone card recharge data from an existing standard retail 
point-of-sale device when said phone card is swiped tlirough the point-of-sale 
device, said f^none card recharge data comprising the unique identification 
number ofjfene phone card and a phone card recharge amount; and 

b. means for increasing the balance of the account corresponding to the phone card 
by the phone card recharge amount. 

A ni^ltifunction card system as recited, in claim 9, wherein a single card with a single 
id^tification number can function as an electronic gift certificate card and as a phone 
card. 
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A multifunction card system as recited in claim 1, further comprising: / 
a. at least one loyalty card having a unique identification number encoded on it/said 




identification number comprising a bank identification number corresponding to 
the muhifunction card system; / 

b. means for receiving loyalty data from an existing standard retail point-of-sale 
device when said loyalty card is swiped through the point-of4ale device, said 
loyalty data comprising the unique identification number ofahe loyalty card and 
purchase data; and / 

c. means for crediting an account corresponding to the loyalty card with loyalty 
points based upon the purchase data. / 

A multifunction card system as recited in claim 12/wherein a single card v^th a single 
identification number can function as an electronic gift certificate card and as a loyalty 
card. / 

A multifunction card system as recilUed/iiic^^ further comprising: 

a. at least one medical inforp^Jioh card having a unique identification number 
associated with it, said medical information card belonging to a patient; 

b. a database comprising at least one record corresponding to said medical 
information cardy^aid record containing medical history information about the 
patient; and / 

c. means for/allowing an authorized requestor to obtain the medical history 
information about the patient using the unique identification number associated 



with tne medical information card. 




A muliifunction card system as recited in claim 14, wherein a single card with a single 
identification number can function as an electronic gift certificate card and as a medical 
information card. 



A prepaid phone card system, comprising: 

a. at least one phone card having a unique identification number encoded on it, s^id 
identification number comprising a bank identification number correspon^g to 
the prepaid phone card system; 

b. means for receiving phone card activation data from an existing stsrfidard retail 
point-of-sale device v^hen said phone card is swiped through the point-of-sale 
device, said phone card activation data comprising the unjque identification 
number of the phone card and a phone card activation amount; 

c. means for activating an account corresponding to the p^one card with a balance 
equal to the phone card activation amount; 

d. means for allowing a user of the phone card to o6tain long distance telephone 
calling time having a value up to the balance o^he account corresponding to the 
phone card; and 

e. means for decreasing the balance of the a^^fcount corresponding to the phone card 
by the value of the long distance telephcftie calling time obtained. 

A prepaid phone card system as recited in^claim46, further comprising: 

a. means for receiving phone t^a^rodiaxge data from an existing standard retail 
point-of-sale device when/^aid phone card is swiped through the point-of-sale 
device, said phone cara recharge data comprising the unique identification 
number of the phone/card and a phone card recharge amount; and 

b. means for increasing the balance of the account corresponding to the phone card 
by the phone c^d recharge amount. 

A prepaid phone card system as recited in claim 16, wherein the first digit of said bank 
identification4iumber is selected from the group consisting of four and five. 

A prepaid phone card system as recited in claim 16, wherein said means for receiving 
phone card activation data from an existing standard retail point-of-sale device when said 
pfnone card is swiped through the point-of-sale device employs the banking network. 
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A loyalty card system, comprising: / 

a. at least one loyalty card having a unique identification number encoded on ity/aid 
identification number comprising a bank identification number corresponmng to 
the loyalty card system; / 

b. means for receiving loyalty data from an existing standard retailypoint-of-sale 
device when said loyalty card is swiped through the point-of-s^e device, said 
loyalty data comprising the unique identification number of the/xard and purchase 
data; and / 

c. means for crediting an account corresponding to the loyalty card with loyalty 
points based upon the purchase data. / 

A loyalty card system as recited in claim 20, vvhemn the first digit of said bank 
identification number is selected from the group consisting of four and five. 

A loyalty card system as recited in claim ^Ok^hcTQiiyseiid means for receiving loyalty 
data from an existing standard retail point-6f/^la-d€vice when said loyalty card is swiped 
through the point-of-sale device employs tfte^anking network. 

A method of activating or rechamng a prepaid card having a unique identification 
number encoded on it, the identification number including a bank identification number 
corresponding to a prepaid cam system, comprising the steps of: 

a. swiping the card through an existing standard retail point-of-sale device; 

b. entering an amount into the point-of-sale device; 

c. transmitting tne identification number and the amount from the point-of-sale 
device to a^processing hub; 

d. crediting an account balance in a database with the amount; 

f allowing a user of the card to purchase goods and services using the card; and 

g. allowing a user of the card to obtain long distance telephone calling time using the 



h. wherein the total of the value of the goods and services purchased and the lorjg 
distance telephone calling time obtained using the card cannot exceed the account 
balance. / 

A method according to claim 23, further comprising the step of associating'loyalty data 
with the card based upon usage of the card. / 



A method according to claim 24, further comprising the step of t^sferring loyalty data 
to a phone card issuer. 

A method according to claim 23, wherein said step ofntransmitting the identification 
number and the amount from the point-of-sale device to a processing hub is carried out at 
least in part via the banking network. 

A method of activating or recharging a prepaia phone card having a unique identification 
number encoded on it, the identificajkm number including a bank identification number 
corresponding to a prepaid phone card d^stem/comprising the steps of: 

a. swiping the phone card through an existing standard retail point-ot-sale device; 

b. entering an amount into tm point-of-sale device; 

c. transmitting the identification number and the amount from the point-of-sale 
device to a processing hub; 

d. transmitting theAdentification number and the amount from the processing hub to 
a prepaid plwme card issuer hub; 

e. crediting m account balance in a phone card database with the amount; and 

f. allowipfg a user of the phone card to obtain long distance telephone calling time 
haying a value up to the account balance, 

A method according to claim 27, wherein said step of transmitting the identification 
nimiber and the amount from the point-of-sale device to a processing hub is carried out at 



/least in part via the banking network. 
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A method of adding points to a loyalty card ha\dng a unique identification numl5er 
encoded on it, the identification number including a bank identification/number 
corresponding to a loyalty card system, comprising the steps of: 
a. swiping the loyalty card through an existing standard retail pomt<of-sale device; 
entering purchase data into the point-of-sale device; j< 
transmitting the identification number and the purcb^e data from the point-of- 
sale device to a processing hub; and 

crediting an account in a database with 1a5^1ty points based upon the purchase 
data. 



b. 
c. 




A method according to claim 29/^v^ierein said step of transmitting the identification 
number and the purchase amount from the point-of-sale de\dce to a processing hub is 
carried out at least in pact^ia the banking network. 




A method accoming to claim 29, further comprising the step of allowing the owner of the 
loyalty cara to redeem loyalty points for an item selected from the group consisting of 
good^ services, discounts on goods and services, long distance telephone calling time 
alue, and money value. 



